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Del iver'd 1 Fn: 


CLERGY 


OF THE 
Arch - Deacomy of Mi les. ex, 


: Ar BRETHREN, | 
N order to ſupport what 
| we have aſſerted, that the 
Church is a Body, not 2 
Caſual, Confus' " Uncon- 
certed Number, but a 
Cætus 2s our own Church 
defines it, a duly Orga- 


niz d Society, Or Spiritual Incorpanition, 
ſubſiſting upon a Divine Inſtitution, and 


by a Divine Charter: The End of which 
| Inſtitu- 


—_—_— 


Inſtitution or Sacred Polity, is, the Con- 


duct of Mankind to Eternal Peace and 
Happineſs; and therefore as uſeful and 
beneficial to Mankind, and as much worth 


their Regard, as the Civil Polity can be, 
whoſe End is only to Conduct them to 


the Temporal Peace and Happineſs of this 
Life, we ſhall be engag'd to enquire. 


1. Where the Sovereign Authority 


of that Body is fit. 


And 
are deriv'd to ns from the Soveraion. 


And when in all theſe Inſtances we 
find the benefits of it ſo calculated, as to 


be highly uſeful to us, not only in regard 


to the great End and Deſign of it, the 


conducting us to Eternal Peace and Haps 


pineſs, but alſo very ſerviceable to us in 


regard to the better Conduct of us even 


thro' the Civil Polities of this Life; we 
ſhall be better able to anſwer the Invi- 
dious Objection thrown in our way, of 
ſetting up Imperium in Inperio; we ſhall 


ſee the beſt Chriſtian will become the 
beſt Subject; and though the Powers 


may be Independent one of another, yet 
| _ we 


2. What, and of what Nature it is, 


3. How the Miniſterial Powers of it 


1 
we mall * them not to be claſhing, or 
interfering - Powers, but the one of 
them Friendly, Alding and Aſſiſtant 
to the 3 and therefore without 
Danger of Confuſion to the Civil Power, 
we may venture ſafely to aſſert, that Je- 
0 Chriſt is the Head or Sovereign of this | 
odvy. .. | 
The — Truth of this Aﬀertion i 18 
well aſſur'd to us, by the Divine Autho- 
rity of the Chriſtian Revelation; Our Sa- 
vidur tells us in the Preface to that Com- 
miſſion, which he gave to his Apoſtles, 
that all Power is given unto. him both in 
Heaven and Earth, Mat. XXVIII. 18. and 
St. Paul tells us, TI e God of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt hath put all things under his Feet, 
and gave bimto be the Head over all things 
to the Church, which ts his Body, Eph. 1. 
1. 17.23, it. 

And therefore we find all the Erro- 
neous Parties among us, which own the 
Name of Chriitian, even from the high- 
eſt Roman Catholick, down to the moſt 
_ wretched Enthuſtaſt, even the Anabaptiſt 
and Fifth Monarchy Man, do all of =o 
agree in the general Truth of this Aſſer- 
tion. 

But then becauſe it muſt be own'd that 


the Various Errors of theſe ſeveral miſta- 
| 0 Ken 


1 
ken Parties in this Point of Do fine; 
have brought many Confuſions upon the 


Peace of the Civil World; therefore our 


Modern Epicureans would from thence 


infer, that all Pretences to Inſtituted Re- 


ligion are Impoſture, and perſwade us that 


we have never ſufficiently Reform'd our 
ſelves from their Errors, till we have al- 


fo rid our ſelves of what they think the 


Slavery of God Almighty's Revealed 


Truth. To ſhew the ground therefore 
of their Miſtake in this way of Reaſoning, 


it is not the Truth of the Chriſtian Prin- 


cCiple, but the Error or Ambition of the 

miſtaken Party that has given the occa- 
ſion to all theſe Confuſions in the Civil 

World. 3 5 


To give you an Inſtance of this in that 


Exorbitant Claim the Biſhop of Rome now 


makes, by the Pretence of a Divine Right 


to an Univerſal Supremacy in all Cauſes 
and over all Perſons, to the Cenſuring, 


Anathematizing, Excommunicating, nay 


even Depoſing and Dethroning the high- 


eſt Sovereigns, when they refuſe to ſub- 


mit to their Uſurpt Authority. 


The firſt ſtep to this Univerſal En- 


croachment, was, the Biſhops of Rome aſ- 
ſuming to themſelves the Proud and Ar- 


rogant Title of Oeciynenical or Univer- 


fal 


ſal Biſhop, which was firſt granted partly 
in Complement to that Ambitious See, 
partly in Oppoſition to the Patriarch of 
Conſtantinople, who then favour'd the di- 
| ſtreſs'd Intereſt of the Family of Mauri- 
ius, by that Inhuman Tyrant , Phocas ; 
and was from his Hands accepted by Pope 
Boniface, tho' his Anceſtor Gregory the 
Great, not long before, when ddaim'd b 
the Biſhops of Conſtantinoplée, had con- 
demn'd it fer a Proud Luciferian Anti- 
chriſtian Title. Now the fault here does 
not lye in the Title itſelf, for in a true 
| Primitively Catholick Senſe, every Biſhop 
3 equally Oecumenical, as we ſhall have 
occaſion to ſee further hereafter, accord- 
ing to that approv'd Notion of St. Cyprian, 
Epiſcopatus eſt unus cujus d ſingulis in 
ſolidum pars tenerur, but the fault lyes in 
the Appropriation of it to a ſingle Perſon 
in Excluſion of all others, and upon that 
account claiming to themſelves a {till 
Prouder Title of being the Caput Eccleſia- 
umOmnium, the Head of all other Churches. 
From hence follow'd another Artifice; 
To ſupport this Encroachment a Pall was 
ſent with Vicarial Powers to ſome of the 
greateſt Metropolitans, to fix their De- 
pendence upon the See of Rome, and was 
by degrees extended fo far, that it became 
"8 ns 


4 


(„ 
Criminal to Act without it; and by this 
means the Divine Commiſſion of our Sa- 


viour was wholly ſuperſeded, if not ſup- 


ported by the Popes Authority. Thus the 
Face of Government in the Sacred Poli- 


ty, which had continued for 600 Years 


and upwards, in the Provincial Form; in 
which Form it was at firſt ſettled, on 
purpoſe to ſecure a good Allyance and 
Harmony between the Sacred and the 
Civil Powers, as we ſhall have occaſion to 
make appear more fully hereafter, was 


turn'd into an Humane Inſtitution, with- 


out any Warrant of Authority from the 


Divine Commiſſion, and put on the Ap- 


pearance of an Univerſal Monarchy. 
Nor was their Ambition contented to 

be confin'd to the ſacred Polity only, 
they extended their Encroachments over 
the Civil too; and inſtead of taking it for 
what it was by God Almighty deſign'd 
to be, their Protector and Defender, the 
Pope claim'd ſuch an Authority over it, 
as if he really were what ſome of his 
Flatterers have ſince blaſphemouſly call'd 
him, Rex Regum &. Dominus Dominan- 
rium; But this was not attempted all at 
once, but was cunningly introduc'd by 
fſundry Steps and Degrees, The Inci- 
dents which gave the chief Opportunities 
| to 


Weſtern 


em] 


to the Introduction of this Encroachment 


were, the Decay of the Roman Empire 


in the Haſh and the Tranſlation of the 
Empire into other Hands. The 
Saracens under Mahbomet broke in upon 


the Eaſtern Empire, and this with their 


own Inteſtine Diviſions gave them ſo full 


Employment, they were forc'c to neglect 


the Affairs of the Weſt, and by Degrees 
in time, loſt their whole Authority there; 
Italy was divided into Petty Principali- 
ties; Rome was left the Seat of the Great 
Biſhop, and gave him the Opportunity 


not only of Aggrandizing himſelf, but of 


making the Civil Power in ſome meaſure 
his Dependant too; for the EreQion of 


the Weſtern Empire, by the Deſtruction 


of the Lombards Reign in 1taly, was chie- 


fly owing to his Management. 


The ſeveral Steps of this Acceſſional 
Encroachment, are eaſily diſcoverable by 
a careful Inſpection into the Authentick 


Regiſters of the Pope's Letters from that 


time, to the time of Hildebrand, which 


was in the Eleventh Century, about the 


Year 1072; eſpecially where we meet 


with any ſtout Ambitious Pope, ſuch as 


were Nicholas the 1ſt, John the 8th, and 


ſome others; and by that time we find 
the Civil Power wholly ſubjugated to the 
| = 


Sacred 


( 12 * 
9 Sacred 1 as is plainly evident from 
the famous Dictates of Pope Gregory the 
2th. Theſe are 27 Propoſitions inſerted 
into the 24 Lib. of that Pope's Regiſter, 
which of what Authority they are is dif- 
puted among the Learned; Haronitis and 
the Warmer Sticklers for the Pope's Au- 
thority would have them eſtabliſh'd by a 
General Council at Rome, in the Year 
1076. But the French Writers, to whom 
theſe Encroaching Notions upon the Ci- 
vil Polity were never very agreeable, 
diſallow that. However, they are ſo ve- 
ry agreeable to the haughty Genius of 
the Proud Hildebrand, that I think they 
may be taken for Genuinly his own, 
and look'd upon to be fo many Maxim 

of Stare laid down by himſelf for the 
Government of his Pontificate. To give 

you a Taſt of ſome of them. 
Ihc ſecond tells us no other Perſon be- 
ſide the Pope of Rome has a right to be 
called Univerſal Bit (hop. N 
The 34. He alone can Depoſe and Re- 
eſtabliſh Bithops, 25 
The 7th. Lis Lawful for him alone 

to make new Laws when Times require 
it. 
The 8. He alne can wear the im- 
| perial Inſignias 


| The 


lick. 


55 ) 
The gth. All Princes are to kiſs the 


| Pope's Feet, and to him alone they are 
to pay this Honour, 


The 12th, "Tis Layful for him to * 


poſe Emperors. 


The x6:þ. No General Council can be 
held without his Orders. 
The 17th, No Book is Canonical with- | 


out his Authority, 


The 19th, 2cth, 21/0, That all delten 


Jucdgments are Appea lable to him, and 


his alone Unappealable. 


The 224. That the Church of Rome 


has always been, and will always be In- 
fallible. 


The 26th. He who does not agree with 
the Church of Rome is no true Catho- 


The 27th. He can Abſolve the Subj eas 


of Princes from their Allegiance. 


Theſe Exorbitant Claims of Power and 


Privilege (which were indeed ſufficiently 


exemplify'd in the diſmal Confuſions of 
that time, and in the Melancholick Hi- 


ſtory of the Emperor Henry IV.) it muſt | 


be own'd have given too juſt-an occaſion 


to the Enemies of Religion to Impeach the 


| Vſurpations of the Sacred Polity upon 


the Civil; but then if we conſider, how 
F *orcign they are to the Chriſtian Inſtitu- 
tion, 


( 1463 


tion? How diſagreeable to the true Spirit 


of Chriſtianity 2 We ſhall find them 8 be 
but Novel Uſurpations, and therefore ac- 


cording to our Saviours Rule muſt en- 
quire, whether from the Beginning it 


was ſo. | 
And therefore to Apologize for, and 

juſtify the Catholiciſm of our Engliſh Re- 

formation, and by that means endeavour 


to recover the true Alliance and Harmo- 


ny, that ought to be between the Sacred 
and Civil Polity ; we muſt Jook back into 


the original Nature of Authority, fee 


thence, what and what kind of Authori- 


ty it was our Saviour, as Head and Sove- 
reign of his Church, was pleas d to claim 


and exerciſe himſelf; - and how and in 
what manner and proportion the Mini- 


ho were appointed by him to be the | 
Governors of his Body. 


And by theſe Enquiries we {hall Gnd it 


ho Powers of it were deriv'd to thoſe, 


is not the Truth of Chriſtianity, but the 


Error or Ambition of the miſtaken Par- 
ty, that is the occaſion of whatever Con- 
fuſions may happen in the Civil World; 

for we ſhall find that Authority or the 


Power of Command, (for I take them here 
for Equivalent Terms) i is a Moral Quali- 


ty ar! ling from the dependance of one 
Being 


( 15) 


Being upon another; and therefore the 
& Original Authority can only rhere be fixt 
* | where the Original of Being is. 
x Now the firſt Dependance in Nature 


1s the Dependance of the Creature upon 
the Creator, it was the Divine Goodneſs 
1 which firſt moy'd the Divine Will, to exert 
its Power in the producing all Things 
out of nothing, which 1s what we call 
the Act of Creation; and therefore St. Paul 
does even from an Heathen Philoſopher 
rightly Aſſert, that in him we live and 
move and have our being, We not only 
have our Original Being from him, bur 
alſo the continuance and continual Pre- 
ſervation of it, do both of them depend 
upon his All-ſuſtaining Providence. This 
glves the Creature ſuch a dependance up- 
on the Creator, as muſt in Duty oblige 
5 him to acknowledge the Univerſal Sove- 
raignty of the Divine Providence over 
him; for that Notion in its firſt Idea im- 
ports no more than the Wiſe Adminiſtra- 
tion, Conduct, or Management of the 

Creature. „ 
And if we look into the end of this 
Providential Government, we ſhall find 
that what was thus the Product of Di- 
vine Goodnefs, could be deſign'd for no 
other but only Good and Glorious 9 
or 


(16) 


For the God of Nature ſurvey d his own 


Works when he had Created them, and 
with his own Infallible Word pronounc'd 
them to be all good. So we find Gen. I. 

v. 31. God ſaw every thing that be had 


Fade, and be hold it was very Good. The 


Original Word ſigniſies Perfection, and 
that includes Aptneſs or Fitneſs for the 
Ends they were deſign'd for, and tlioſe 


were the Glorifying their Great Creator 
For his Goodneſs, and ſo improving their 
own Happineſs here, by ſuch a Con- 


duct of themſelves through all the Rela- 
tive Duties owing both to God and to 
themſelves, that by a perfect and entire 
Obedience, they might entitle themſelves 
to the Glorious Reward of his Eternal 
 Bleſſedneſs hereafter. 

And for this End it pleas” 0 the Divine 


Goodneſs to communicate to Men the 


Perfections of an Intellectual Being, and 
as by that means he made them fit for, {0 
he gave them the Dominion alſo over the 


Inferiour Creation. And to Point out to 


them the neceſſity of Dependance and 
Subordination, for the preſerving Peace, 
Order and good Government among them, 
the Bleſſing of Fertility was ſtated in the 


Way of Propagation. So Gen. I. 28. Go 


6 tk them, and God ſaid unto them, be 


F/ el 5 


8 34%; 


-uitful ahd multiply, and repleniſ; thi 
2 and ſubdue it, and have dominion 


over the Fiſh of the Sea, and over the 
Fowl of the Air, and over every living 
thing that moveth upon the Earth, Thus we 
ſee by the Hiſtory of Creation the Original 
of Authority, and the Providential SS 
duct of it was fixt in a Dependence ; The 
Dependence of the Creature upon the 
Creator is Evidenc'd by its own Subſi- 
fence; The Dependence of the Inferior 
upon the Intellectual World, was the 
oracious Gift of Heaven; And the De- 
pendence of the Off-ſpring upon the Pa- 
rent is too Evident to be deny'd by any: 
And by thefe means the Divine Provi- 
dence points us out a regular Method 
to come at original Authority, Order, 
and Government. 

But when we fix it upon Humane Com- 
pafts and Original Contrafs, and make 
either mere Force, or ſubtle Craft, - ar 
even Wiſe Conſultation the Foundation 
of it; we ſeem to introduce ſuch a looſe 
and Independent State of Nature, as is 
plainly contrary to the Hiſtory of Pro- 
vidence, and puts us under St. Paul's 
Character of being ſuch as would ſeem to 
live without God in the World, For 
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618) 5 
theſe were not the Natural Foundations 
of Power or Authority, never proceeded 
from the Inftitutions of God Almighty, 
but were introduc'd upon Mankind by 
the Corruption of their Nature. 

For the Intellectual Creature (as was 
neceſſary for ſuch a Being) being en- 
dow'd with the Liberty of Action, in- 
ſtead of obeying the Commands and Ap. 
pointments of his Maker, was feduc'd by 
the Wiles of his Enemy. This Diſobe. 
dience brought Sin into the World, 
which is a Tranſgreſſion of the Law; 
And that diforder'd the Intellectual Sy- 
ſtem; And among its various and mani- 
fold kinds, the great diſturbers of the 
Civil Peace and Order of Providence, 
were Pride, Covetouſneſs, Ambition, or 
an inordinate deſire of Power; And theſe 
 overflowings of Ungodlineſs might in- 
_ duce the honeſter part of Mankind to 
combine themſelves into larger Societies, 
for the better Defence and Security of 
themſelves, and their natural dependen- 
cy againſt them. 


However yet even upon this Hypothe- 
ſis, tis plain they are not the Inſtitution 
of Nature, or the God of Nature, but 
only ſecondary Notions ariſing from the 

NE poor 


4.8 
poor Contrivance of diſabled corrupted 
Nature; and we need no other Argument 
to convince us of the truth of it, than 

only to conſider the natural and neceſſary 
Conſequences of it, which are always 
Tumults, Confuſions, Rapine, War and 


Bloodſhed. . The Univerſal Hiſtory o 


the World is a plain Evidence of this; 
and at the ſame time convinces us, they 
are not the true Order of Nature, be- 
cauſe thoſe could never be the deſign of 
the God of Nature, but are only the mi- 
ſerable conſequences of diſabled corrup- 


ted Nature.” e 
And though God Almighty for many 
Wife Ends of his Providential Govern- 
ment, either for the puniſhing Mankind 
by their own Prevarications, or for the 
better Diſciplining of them, in order to 
ſecure their Eternal Peace and Happineſs, 
when they had thus diſorder'd their Ci- 
vil Peace, might permit them to proceed 
to creating new Dependencies, either by 
Contract, or by Sword; and thoſe De- 
pendancies under the general Rule of 
Proyidence muſt oblige the Inferiour to 
Submiſſion, by which means were intro- 
duced upon Mankind the Condition of 
Slavery, and ſuch 8 of Government, 
: 2 28 
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as were never intended by himſelf; yet 
'tis plain that theſe were not the Original 
Inſtitution of the God of Nature, but cor- 
rupt conſequences from the Corruption 
of it, and therefore no more than Humane 
Inventions, Humane Arts and Contrivan- 
ces ſubſiſting under a. Permiſlive Provi- 
dence. 

This was the condition of the World, 
when our Saviour came to erect his King- 
dom in it; And though the corruption of 
the Jews "had given them the Expecta- 
tion of a Temporal Meſſiah, one who 
ſhould reſtore to them the Glories of the 
Throne of David; yet our Saviour plain- 
ly ſhew'd them both by his Doctrine and 
His Practice, that the deſign of his coming 

into the World was not for Temporal 
Ends ; He came not to reform the Civil, 
but the Sacred Polit ; and therefore we 
find he took the Civil Polities as he 
found them, and left them ſo too, paid 
all the Submiſſion that was due to them, 
and publiſh'd nothing but the joy ful TE 
dings of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
This was the Voice of his great Fore- 
runner, not in their Senates or Sanhedrims, 
bo in the Wilderneſs; Repent for the 

Nh. m of Heaven ts at hand. 


And 


121 


Ks our Saviour himſelf Preaching 
up the Righteouſneſs of his Kingdom 
to an Innumerable Multitude as we find 
it, Luke Chap. 12. One of the Company 


ſaid unto him, Maſter, ſpeak to my Bro- 
ther that he Divide the Inheritance with 


me, And he ſaid unto bim, Man, who 
made me a Fudge, or a Divider over 
Jou, v. 13. 44. 

Again at another time as we find it, 


John Chap. 6. When the Miracle of 


Teeding Five Thouſand with Five Barley 


Loaves, and two Fiſhes, had convinc'd 
the People, that he was of a Truth 
that Prophet that ſhould come into the 
World Jeſus perceiving. under this Con- 
vidion that they would: come and take 
Him by Force to make him a King, 
He withdrew himſelf” from them, and | 
Departed again into a Mountain him- 
felF alone. v. 14. 15, | 
Again Jh 18. in His Examination 
before Pilate. | Pilate ask'd him, Art 
thou the King of the Fews ? Jeſus after 
ſome Expoſtulation anfwer'd, my Aing- 
dom is not of this World; If my King- 
dom were of this Wor 1d, then would 
my Servants fight, that I ſhould not 
te deliver'd 70 the fews, but now is my 

Aing- 


V 
Kingdom not from hence. v.36. Pilate 
inforc'd and urg'd the Queſtion, Arr 
thou a King then? Jeſus anſwer'd, Thou 
ſayeſt that I am a King. To this End 
was I born and for this cauſe came I 
into the World, that I ſhould bear Wit- 
nes wnto tbe Iruth., EE Eo 
Thus again in Fact and in his Practiſe, 
when the Diſciples of the Phariſees with 
the Herodians, put the Enſnaring Queſt- 
ion to him, Whether it was Lawful 
to give Tribute unto Ceſar or not; 
Though he knew that Ceſar could have 
no other Title to the Country of Judæa, 
but what his Sword gave him, yet his 
Anſwer was, Render unto Ceſar the 
things that are Caeſars, and unto God 
the things that are Gods, Matt. 22. v. 21. 
Thus alſo when the Roman Officers 
at Capernaum, ask'd St. Peter, Does not 
your Maſter pay Tribute 2 Our Saviours | 
Inſtructions were, Though he might 
plead the Royal Prerogative of Exemption, 
as being the Son of God, yet notwith- 
ſtanding leaſt we ſhould Offend them, 
he bids him Go to the Sea and caſt an 
Hook, and take up the Fiſh that firſt cometh 
wp, and when thou haſt opened his 
Mauth, thou ſhale find a piece of Mo- 


ney, 


„ 
ney, that take and give unto them for me 
and thee, Matt. 17. v. 27. 

Thele are the ſeveral Evidences of 
our Saviours diſclaiming all Temporal 
Power and Authority; and may I hope 
be ſufficient to anſwer the moſt Invi- 
dious part of that Objection, which the 
Enemies of Religion take againſt it from 
thoſe unjuſtifiable claims of Power, 
which . ſome Erroneous and miſtaken 


parties in Religion have embrac'd. For 


though the Hildebrands, the Fohn of 
Leidens, the Venners of this World, may 
have aſſum'd to themſelves a Power, 
they never were commiſſion'd to, and 
by that means have brought Diſorder 
and Confuſion upon the civil Peace and 
Polities of the World, yet when theſe 
Principles appear ſo Diametrically op- 
polite both to the Doctrines and the 
Practiſe of our Saviour, how Unequal; 
how Unreaſonable is it! to charge their 
Errors and Miſtakes upon the Common 
Faith of Chriſtiani yx. 
But to proceed more directly to con- 
ſider what the nature of that Power is, 
which our Saviour himſelf did actually 
claim and exerciſe ; We muſt conſider 
in what Terms it is aſſerted by Him, 
8 | and 
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and how he intended it ſhould be un⸗ 


ſtood by us. 
Now the Words both of our bn. 
and St. Paul's Aſſertion are very Large 


and Extenſive ; our Saviour ſays, "Al : 
Power is given me both in Heaven and 


in Earth. And St. Paul ſays, all Things 
are put under his Feet, And he is gi- 


ven to be the Head over all things To 


the Church. And therefore theſe univer- 
fal Aſſertions of Power, muſt be Limi-, 
ted partly by the Subject matter of that 


Power, and partly by ſuch Characteriſ- 
ticks as we find attributed to it. 


As to the ſubject matter of the Power, 


there is nothing in oug Saviours Aſſertion 
that is directly Limiting, but in St. Paul's 


there plainly 15, when he tell us, Auer 
£016 Ke@xAnv U arp iV. Th ods He 


gave him to be head over all things 70 
the Church. And therefore the uni- 


verſality of Power expreſs'd muſt be 


neceſſarily confin'd to all Things ne- 
ceſſary for the Government of that Body, 
his Church. And when our Saviour ſo 


ſolemnly diſclaims all Pretenſions to 
civil Dominion or Temporal Power, he 
plainly ſhews St, Paul was no unfairhful 


Interpreter of his Mind to us. 
But as to the Charaderifficks which 
are 


(25) 


xe attributed to this Power, there is One 


in which they both agree, they both call it 
2 given Power; our Saviour ſays dy 
vgs, and St, Paul lays *Auloy tire wepanive 


A due Conſideration of which Charact- 
eriſtick will alone lead us into the na- 


ture of that Power and Authority, which 
our Saviour claim'd and exercis'd, and 
with which he Commiſſion'd his Apoſtles. 
Prom hence therefore we may obſerve, 
I, It is not the Divine Omnipo- 

I tence, for that being an Eſlential Attri- 


bute of the Godhead, cannot be Com- 
municated; for in the Godhead there 


can be no Acceſſion, no more than there 
can be any Diminutian, for in that there 
is no Variableneſs, or ſhadow of Turn- 
ing. And therefore it was not given to 
our Saviour as he was God. 
But then we may hence Secondly ob- 
lerve, _ 
2. That though our Saviour was in the 
Form of God, and in that Form zhorght 


it not Robbery to be equal with God, 


yet for our ſakes he empty'd Himſelf, 
and took upon him the Form of à Ser- 
vant, And ſo indeed became capable 


of the Acceſſion of a Miniſterial Power; 


for ſuch indeed is all given or com- 
miſſion'd Power, by its nature limited 
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and confin'd to ſome particular end or 
purpoſe, nor can it be fairly extended 


further, than was intended by him, who 


gave the Commiſſion for it. And for this 


| Reaſon is it that all Power Communicated 
to the Creature in reſpect of God is pro- 
perly Miniſterial, The Higheſt Soveraign 
whether in the Civil or Sacred Policy 


is no more than the Miniſter of God, 
From hence. Thirdly we may obſerve, 
3. That this given Po wer was gran- 
ted to our Saviour as he was the Median 
for there 1s one Mediator between God 
and Man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus. And 


therefore this given Power is the power 
his Mediatorial Kingdom, and therefore 


can be exercis'd 'no other way but dur- 


ing the Continuance, and under the Ad- 


miniſtration of that Mediatorial Kingdom, 
which muſt have an End when all Ene- 
mies of that Kingdom are deſtroyed. For 
St. Paul tells us, he muſt reign till all 
Enemies are ſubdu'd, the laſt Enemy that 
ſball be deftroy'd is Death. But when all 
things are put under his fret, then ſhall 


the Son alſo himſelf give up the Kingdom 


to God even the Father, that God may be 


all in all. Hence ariſes the neceſſity that 


this Power muſt be adminiſtred in this 
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Life, and the viſible Church IG. the 
proper ſubje& of its Rule and Gover- 
nance ; For our Saviour did not like an 
Epicurean God, ſuffer a World to riſe 
by chance, and then make Himſelf an un- 
concern'd Spectator of humane affairs, but 
when he had commiſſion'd His Apoſtles, 
and their Succeſſors with this Power, he 
then gives them his aſſurd Promiſe. that he 
would be with them to the End of the 
World. 3 
This Commiſſion inmediately follows 
our Saviour's Aſſertion of the Power gi- 
ven him, and runs thus, Go ye therefore 
and teach i. e. (Convert, Proſelyte, or 
make diſciples f) all Nations, (This 
enlarges | the narrow and confin” d Bene- 
fit of the Jewiſh Inſtitution, for as 
the Pſalms tell us, The Heathen were 
given him for his Inheritance, and the 


utmoſt Parts of the Earth for bis Poſe. 


ſeſſion) Baptizing them (i. e. Admitting 
them by that which is my own Inſtitu- 


tion; the Sacrament of Baptiſm) In the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt , (To all the. Benefits .and 


Privelges of this my Mediatorial King- 
dom). teaching * i. & Iain 
in and Enforcing it upon them to ob- 
lerve) All things. whatſoever I baye 

D 2 Fare 
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commanded you: and lo! (under this 
Adminiſtration of theſe Powers I have 
thus granted to you) I am with you al. 
ways even unto the End of the World, 

Here is indeed in This Commiſſion 
no Grant of Civil Dominion or Tem- 
poral Power, for as we have ſeen al 
ready he himſelf diſclaim'd all Preten- 
ſions to them. But yet here is the 
Grant of ſuch an Authority, as enables 
them to convey to Mankind ſuch Bene- 
fits and Bleſſings, as are highly uſeful 
and Beneficial to them, both in their 

ſingle and ſocial Capacities. And when 
this Authority is confirmd to them 

and their Succeſſors only during the 
Continuance of this World, tis plain 
the Exerciſe and Adminiſtration of it 
muſt be confin'd to this World only; 
though the Conſequenee of Accepting 
or Deſpiſing it will moſt certainly reach 
another World too, for that is what St. 

"Mark ſubjoyns to this Commiſſion Chap. 
16. v. 15. 16. Go ye into the World 
and preach the Goſpel to every Creature, 
He that Believeth and is Baptis'd ſhall 
be faved. And he that Believeth not 

ſhall be Damn d. ns 

But Laſtly, to ſhew you briefly the 
8 friend- 
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RR <7 
friendly Aſpect of this Anthority upon 
Mankind both in their ſingle and facial 
Capacities. The Exerciſe and Admi- 
niſtration of this Authority gives every 
Private Chriſtian the Opportunity of 
obtaining ſuch neceſſary Means of Grace, 
as may be {ſufficient or requiſite for the 
ſupport of his Conduct under all the 
Difficulties of the Church Militant here 
on Earth, and then gives him ſuch an 
Aſſur'd Hope of Glory, that by a Faith- 
ful and ſincere Perſeverance under that 
Conduct he cannot fail of the Reward of 
it in the Church Triumphant above. 
And as to their ſocial Capacities, it 
fo Inſtructs and Enforces upon them 
the ſeveral Relative Duties, ariſing from 
the ſeveral Dependences of Mankind; 
that even all the Natural and Moral 
Duties appear brighter there and under 
ſtronger Obligations, than in any other 
Inftitution whatſoever ; Inſomuch that 
if the Practiſe of Chriſtianity were but 
as evident as is the Truth of its Princt- 
ples, what the Prophet foretold of the 
Kingdom of the Meſſiah, that under it 
there ſhould be Peace in the Holy 
Mountain. Men ſhonld turn their Swords 
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into Plooſbares, their 8 into Prun- 
ing Hooks, Nation ſhould no more lift. 
up Sword againſt Nation, neither ſhould 


they learn War any mor? ; might be 
Woppily Accompliſh'd, if all the Relatives 


were rightly concern'd for their ſeveral 


Duties, and could agree in a Chriſtian | 
Peace, Unity, and Concord. 

And therefore as it is the Natural 
Duty of the Civil Sovereign to preſerve 
as much as in him lies, the outward 
Peace of the World, fo he would under 
Tach a Face of Affairs think it not only 
His Duty but his Intereſt too, to 8 
the Religious Peace of the World; 
1 ſupport, and maintain, 8 

ruth of Chriſtianity; to curb the En- 
croachments of the Ambitious, to quiet 
the Diſorders and Confuſious of the Sedi- 
tious, and let the World ſee what it is 


to ſerve the Lord in the Beauty of Holi- 


neſs. And therefore I hope it may be 
no offence to Addreſs them in the 
words of the dyn Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 2. Vs 
10. II. 12. | 
Be wiſe now therefore. O ye Kings, 
Be Learned ye that are Fudges of” the 
Earth. Serve Fe Lord with Fear, and 
1 Rejojo 


. E 
Rejoyce unto him with Reverence. Mifs 
the Sou leaſt he be Angry, and ſo ye 
periſh from the Right way, If his Wrath 
be kindled, (yea but a' Little) Bleſſed 
are all they that put their truſt in him. 
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